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Not Applicable 

Summary of reasons 
for classification: 

The DVD Bumjights Cause For Concern Volume :///is classified as: 

Objectionable. 

The DVD contains a feature and trailers presented in the style of a pop video montage, with a rock music 
soundtrack. The publication is classified as objectionable because of the manner in which it presents 
violence, cruelty and criminal activity and degrades, dehumanises and demeans its subjects. The material is 
largely a compilation of scenes and skits in which homeless and disadvantaged people are held up to 
ridicule, harassed and assaulted, and enticed with offers of money to perform juvenile stunts. Footage from 
different sources showing street fighting, accompanied by loud rock music and the cheers of watching 
crowds, is interspersed throughout. Illegal drug use is a theme that runs throughout the publication. 

Injury to the public good is likely to result if the DVD were to be made available. The DVD's cruel and 
callous ridiculing of misery, misfortune and disadvantage serves to create, maintain and reinforce 
unsympathetic and inhumane attitudes towards people who find themselves in unfortunate circumstances. 
The material also trivialises and exploits real-life violence by presenting it as entertainment. The DVD has 
the potential to transmit to its likely audience a disregard for the law and the attitude that assault, in 
particular, is an exhilarating activity. 

The right to freedom of expression set out in sl4 of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 has 
been considered. Having identified the injury to the public good that the availability of this DVD is 
likely to create, it is apparent that such injury is likely to result from anyone, regardless of age, 
viewing this DVD. Although a classification of "Objectionable" violates freedom of expression, it 
is the only classification that reduces the risk presented by the availability of the publication. 
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